Co-ordinating an orthopaedic service.
Fractured neck of femur is an injury commonly sustained by elderly people. The subsequent needs of this patient group are complex and diverse, and may not be met within the competencies of standard orthopaedic units. In an attempt to overcome this deficiency, Frenchay Hospital introduced the role of clinical orthopaedic co-ordinator to assist in the successful liaison between orthopaedic, elderly care and community services. The author reports on the venture's success.